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James Caird Society news and events

New Chairman

Friday 17 November

This year sees a new Chairman of the
James Caird Society. At the November
AGM Rear Admiral Nick Lambert will
take over from Admiral Sir James
Perowne KBE who has been an
inspirational chairman since 2006,
overseeing several major JCS Society
landmarks including the Nimrod Ball and,
most recently in 2016, a series of
magnificent events to celebrate the
Centenary of the Endurance Expedition.
We wish James well and hope we will still
see him at the Lecture/Dinner evenings.
Nick Lambert joined the Royal Navy as
a seaman in March 1977, subsequently
gaining an honours degree in Geography at the University of Durham in 1983. He
spent much time at sea, including on HM ships Birmingham, Ark Royal, Cardiff,
and has commanded HMS Brazen and HMS Newcastle.
He was captain of the ice patrol ship Endurance from 2005 to 2007, deploying
for two deeply rewarding seasons in Antarctica, after which he commanded Task
Force 158 in the North Arabian Gulf, tasked with the protection of Iraq’s
economically vital offshore oil infrastructure. Thereafter he was Deputy Flag
Officer Sea Training from 2008 to 2009 before assuming the role of Assistant Chief
of Staff Operations and Capability Integration in November 2009 in the Navy
Command Headquarters. Promoted to Rear Admiral, he became the UK National
Hydrographer in 2010.
Nick has also been the Chairman of the Friends of the Scott Polar Research
Institute since 2010, so his Polar credentials are impeccable! We are looking
forward to welcoming him officially on Friday 17 November at the AGM.

Blue Plaque
Torbay Civic Society have confirmed a date for unveiling the Blue Plaque in respect
of Sir Ernest Shackleton. This will take place at 3pm on Sunday, 6 August 2017 at
the Torbay Hotel, Torquay.

Artist in residence

The AGM will be held at
5.45pm in the
James Caird Hall
at Dulwich College
and will include the
appointment of a new
Chairman
The lecture will begin at
7pm in the Great Hall.
The speaker will be
Geir Klover, Director of the
Fram Museum Oslo, who
will talk about Amundsen
Dinner will be served
afterwards
Meetings in 2018
May Dinner
Friday 11 May
AGM and dinner
Friday 23 November
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in Residence with the South Georgia
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Grytviken.
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May Dinner 2017
The 2017 May Dinner took place on Friday 5 May at
Dulwich College following a reception held round the boat
in the James Caird Hall at Dulwich College.
Commander Tim Winter RN gave a fascinating talk,
entitled ‘Standing on the Shoulders of Shackleton’, on the
Antarctic Endurance Exhibition which he led in 2016.
The expedition was a sailing and mountaineering
expedition to the Antarctic and South Georgia and involved
sailing from the Falklands in a 67-ft yacht, Xplore, as well
as making the famous trek across the mountainous interior
of South Georgia, Shackleton’s Route. Shackleton

completed this leg of the journey in 36 hours; the 2016
team took 76! But then, as Tim explained, they didn’t slide
down the mountainside on their bottoms, but proceeded
in a more orderly fashion, mindful no doubt of ‘health and
safety’ ...
One of the most memorable aspects of the expedition
was their encounters with wildlife. As others who have
travelled to this part of the world will testify, seals and
birds have not yet learned to fear humans. Long may their
trust last.
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The making of a legend
In April 2016, the magazine Engineering & Technology published an article about the James Caird by JCS member Nick Smith.
Here follows an edited extract …
According to Alexandra Shackleton, granddaughter of Sir
Ernest Shackleton and JCS President, ‘the voyage of the
James Caird – one of Endurance’s three lifeboats – is the
stuff of dreams.’ One hundred years ago, the 23-ft lifeboat
made an 800-mile winter crossing of the Southern Ocean,
often said to be the stormiest sea in the world, and in so
doing played a critical role in saving the lives of every
crew member. The story of the rescue has now passed into
history as one of the greatest sea voyages ever.
But for all the romance of the legend, the James Caird
is doubly significant because she was also one of the first
modern lifeboats that came into being as a direct result of
the sinking of the Titanic in 1912. The disaster brought
about changes in maritime law, safety regulations and
requirements of ships’ captains. Shackleton, who was to
become Commander of the 1914–17 Endurance
Expedition, gave testimony at the Titanic wreck inquiry.
According to James Caird expert Seb Coulthard: ‘the
contribution that Shackleton made to maritime safety has
been overlooked.’
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The ‘Class 1A open lifeboat’, that wasn’t named until
later in the expedition, was commissioned by the captain
of the Endurance, Frank Worsley, who was familiar with
the 1913 Convention for Safety of Life at Sea that required
ships to carry lifeboats with sufficient seats, reserve
buoyancy and cubic capacity in case of loss or disaster. In
other words the Caird was a result of legal compliance and
as such, when brought on deck of the Endurance (which
came ready fitted with two Norwegian lifeboats) she
looked big and out of place. Worsley, who would later be
the navigator on the Caird’s rescue voyage, wrote in his
account of the expedition that the lifeboat was ‘doubleended and carvel-built’.
The fact that she was double-ended meant that there
was a close resemblance to whaling boats of the time,
which is why the Caird is frequently and erroneously
described as a ‘whaler.’ The double-end format and carvel
planking allowed the boat to be more efficient in the
water, and so was ideal for the Endurance Expedition (the
other two lifeboats were transom-ended). The Caird came
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equipped with reserve buoyancy brass ‘air cases’, a single
mast, sails, oars, compass, sea anchor, flares, water
breakers and a box of biscuits.
Although robustly built, the Caird was not intended to
undertake ocean voyages, having been designed and
specified to stay in the vicinity of any disaster while
survivors awaited the arrival of a rescue vessel. When the
Endurance was crushed in the Weddell Sea the three
lifeboats were the men’s only chance of survival. The
biggest and strongest – the Caird – would ferry a crew of
six to South Georgia to fetch relief for the remaining 22
on Elephant Island.
But the Caird could not even attempt such a voyage
without structural modification, which is where the
expedition carpenter Harry McNish enters the story.
Although it is commonly thought that the Caird was
hastily modified on Elephant Island, McNish had been
strengthening and converting the boat for months as well
as preparing specially tailored sledges that would transport
all three lifeboats across the ice.

According to Coulthard – who has built two replicas of
the Caird – ‘no one today comes close’ to McNish in terms
of boat-building skills. Coulthard’s drawings for the
construction of the Alexandra Shackleton, the replica Caird
which completed the Epic Expedition in 2013 led by Tim
Jarvis, are reproduced on the front cover. With no
drawings to work from and with only four tools – chisel,
hammer, adze and saw – McNish raised the side planking,
covered the deck, added a mast and sealed the boat with
oil paint mixed with flour and seal blubber. Out of thin
air, he had converted a humble lifeboat into an oceangoing survival capsule.
Nick Smith

Below left: The James Caird as imagined by by Norman Wilkinson in a picture owned by
Dulwich College entitled Epic of the Sea
Below: The Alexandra Shackleton on her epic voyage in 2013
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Inspiring the younger generation
The Shackleton story is used all over the world to inspire young people in a host of different ways. There are a number of ongoing educational projects, including an active programme at Shackleton’s old school, Dulwich College.
In some schools the story is an integral part of the curriculum. At Bolnore Village Primary School in West Sussex children
were asked to imagine how Shackleton would have written his Blog, a task they tackled with colourful enthusiasm:

Shackleton’s Blog!
Saturday 8th August 1914
I, Shackleton, and my crew have set off on a voyage to
Antarctica. We have just left from Plymouth and we are
going to stop at Argentina on the way. I have been
waiting for our boat to be finished for ages! She is called
Endurance. From artists to cooks, photographers to
engineers we all have a job on this journey.
Saturday 15th August 1914
It is now a week later and we have reached Buenos Aires.
There were 2 men who we had to chuck off because they
were drunk and weren’t any use. We had to stop to collect
some supplies. New lands and animals awaited us as we
headed off to the Weddle Sea!
Saturday 29th August 1914
I haven’t been writing for the past few weeks now as it
has been a very hectic time lately, I’ve got a lot of things
to write about. It all started when our beloved Endurance
was toppling from side to side, we didn’t know what was
happening. Then a crew member shouted “An ice burg!”
but it was too late. The sound of a deafening crash echoed
around us. Our Endurance had crashed. There was no
turning back now…
Wednesday 2nd September 1914
My crew and I are devastated. IT`S TORTURE! We have
come this far and we have been stopped in our tracks. We
are so hungry and tired. We have been travelling on foot
for ages with all our supplies on our shoulders. We have
no where to go...
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Friday 4th September 1914
We have been travelling for about a week now and we
have decided to build a camp. It is called Ocean Camp. A
crew member of mine had a great idea. We will have to go
fishing for either fish or something much larger. One of
my crew members, Charles Green, caught a sea leopard.
Everyone came to help pull. We finally got him out of the
sea and we are ready to EAT IT!
Monday 7th September 1914
We are now moving due to the ice cracking. We finished
packing this morning. We are now trekking our way to
another piece of land. The trek to patience camp had
started. I was terrified for the ice could crack under my
feet any second now. It would be the end of this blog and
most importantly the end of me and the crew. I could get
either frost bite, pneumonia or both.
Tuesday 8th September 1914
The crew and I have finally finished building
everything for patience camp. Some of the more
advanced fishers have gone fishing to get some food
for us this evening, whilst the others have been
helping me set up and looking at all of the
wonderful animals."AHH!" All of a sudden,we all
heard a terifying scream. Hearing it again made me
jump out of my own skin. A sea leopard came out of
nowhere and jumped onto a crew member of mine.
Quickly, we ran as fast as our little, skinny legs
could go and we tugged and pulled and pulled and
tugged and FINALLY! we got him out. This also
means we get sea leopard for dinnner. Yay!
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Inspiring the younger generation

Mount Kelly College in Tavistock
Pupils at Mount Kelly College have been discovering all
about the Antarctic, first thanks to a visit from John
Killingbeck (President, Devon and Cornwall Polar Society
and JCS member) and from our own president, Alexandra
Shackleton. In the early 1960s John was a pioneer in the
establishment of the British Antarctic Survey, spending
two and a half years conducting the first survey of
Adelaide Island. Much of this work was conducted using
husky teams and sleds, and in 1993–1994 John was
invited by the Survey to return to the Antarctic to drive
one of the last husky teams on the continent. His account

of this last historic journey, along with photographs and
most of his original equipment, made for a memorable and
inspirational lecture. The pupils were delighted to discover
afterwards that there's an Antarctic island named after
him! The school also welcomed The Hon. Alexandra
Shackleton. She spent some time with Year 5 pupils who
were working on a special geography-based 'Antarctic'
activity morning, followed by a ‘radio interview’ by a Year
8 pupil and she finally gave a fascinating talk to parents,
pupils and staff alike.

Learning from the Boss at Dulwich College

The work of teaching the next generation about the
exploits of Ernest Shackleton continues at Dulwich College
where school parties come from far and wide to see
the James Caird and related memorabilia held at
Shackleton’s old school. In the last year, nine schools have
taken advantage of this free service, bringing in 18 classes
with pupils ranging in age from 5 to 11. The children tend
to be well informed about the story of Endurance although
they often do not know about the other voyages

Shackleton undertook. As the College has the painting of
Discovery, two sledges from Nimrod and Shackleton’s Pall,
there is plenty of opportunity to bring all the other
journeys alive. The children from the College’s
Kindergarten School (DUCKS) also see the photographs
taken by Frank Hurley, try on the balaclava belonging to
Macklin and pass round a model of the Ship’s cat, Mrs
Chippy.
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The creation of Shackleton’s statue

Picture 1

Picture 2

Picture 3

Picture 4

Picture 5

Picture 6

To celebrate the centenary of Ernest Shackleton and his
crew’s remarkable journey in the James Caird and rescue
of the remainder of his men from Elephant Island on 30
August 1916, Kildare County Council commissioned me to
create a sculpture. The 3.5 metre-high work was unveiled
by The Hon. Alexandra Shackleton and Mayor Ivan
Keatley, therefore, on 30th August 2016 in Athy, Co.
Kildare, near to Shackleton’s place of birth.
The Irish Times described the work as ‘superb’.
To further mark the occasion I have, in conjunction
with the Athy Heritage Centre-Museum, issued a limited
edition bronze maquette. There are 50 available and each
one will be signed, numbered and dated by me.

The story of the full-size sculpture
I developed my ideas and the composition by way of
sketch maquettes. The first (Picture 1) portrays Shackleton
at the age when he left Kildare. He stands on tiptoes, holds
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a twisted root in the shape of ship in his left hand while
his right hand shields his eyes from the southern sun as
he gazes into his future. The second shows him in full
Polar kit taking a sextant reading on what might be a
boat’s prow; travelling south (Picture 2). In the third
(Picture 3), he has arrived and stands on an asymmetrical
plinth. It struck me that the Polar explorers may have
hardly stood upon level ground for long stretches of time;
furthermore, the Polar surface they travelled may have
given way at any time. I wanted to convey something of
this uncertainty in the design of the plinth and, by
contrast, counter this with Shackleton’s resolve and
composure evident in the pose and feel of the figure.
All three maquettes (which are now on display in the
Athy Heritage Centre-Museum) had in common that the
sculpture should, if possible, face due south. This is, I am
delighted to report, the case, thanks to the efforts and
vision of Kildare County Council and the Athy Heritage
Centre-Museum.
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Picture 7

Picture 8

Picture 9

Picture 10

Picture 11

Picture 12

Using the third maquette as reference, I set about
creating the work in clay in my studio (Picture 4).
Throughout the modelling of the figure, much of my
attention was concentrated on getting the balance right.
This involved ensuring that my baseboard was perfectly
level and edging the figure back and forth until the
tension between uncertainty and resolve was just right
from every angle. At the same time, I began to familiarise
myself with the portrait. This was done with small clay
sketch heads worked from as many photographs as I
could find. Teasing a likeness and feeling out from
pictures and stories was a matter of trial and error, and
then, when it all seemed an impossible task, I sought help
from Alexandra Shackleton. The few hours I spent with
Alexandra significantly altered my understanding of
Shackleton and the insights she shared with me laid the
foundation for what would be the finished portrait
(Picture 5).
The clay modelling was completed in mid-May 2016
(Picture 6), enlarged, moulded (Picture 7) and cast to

bronze (Picture 8). The work was then shipped to Athy
to be united with the plinth in Emily Square (Picture 9).
The unveiling was a wonderful occasion (Picture 10).
Lucina Russell, Kildare’s arts officer, with whom I had
worked closely throughout the commission, conducted
the ceremony with style and warmth (Picture 11). It was,
for me, a moving occasion; a great opportunity to meet
the inspiring representatives of the polar community and
some of the wonderful people who live in and around
Athy. The full-size finished work is Picture 12.

The Shackleton statue maquette
For details on purchasing a maquette please visit
https://shackletonstatue.com
Or contact: Margaret Walsh at Athy Heritage Centre
Museum
00 353 (0)59 863 3075
and athyheritage@eircom.net
Mark Richards
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Crossing the White Continent by car
Over the winter of
2016–7, a team of
adventurers including
the great-grandson of
Sir Ernest Shackleton,
Patrick Bergel, became
the first to cross
Antarctica
in
a
passenger car. Here, he
describes the 30-day,
5,800-km journey to
Nick Smith.
How did the idea of crossing Antarctica by car come
about?
When Hyundai proposed driving the first passenger car
across the Antarctic, they asked if there was somebody
from the family who’d be interested to get involved –
and I was very keen. I’m not a Polar explorer. I’m an
indoor guy. I start companies in the digital space.
That’s my thing. So it’s a big cultural shift.
How involved were you in the preparation and planning of
the expedition?
The first time we actually met as a team was in Iceland
for some crevasse training, getting the first sight of the
vehicles and going over snow, ice, rock etc. It was four
or five days, so it was only a taster of what was to
come.
Did you take any Polar artefacts from your greatgrandfather with you?
There was a compass, but it is uninsurable and it’d be
remiss of me to leave family gear at the Pole or break
it. I took the diaries with me … in Kindle format. They
were fascinating and it meant much more than reading
them in London.
Describe the first part of the journey…
The first part was from the Drake Icefall to Patriot Hills
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and once you get past there you enter two or three
days of featurelessness studded with sastrugi ice
structures that get laid down by the wind. They are
incredibly beautiful: they’ve got this kind of kinetic
energy to them, like Brancusi sculptures that have been
half-buried and re-formed. Very little snow actually
falls in the Antarctic – only a few centimetres a year
– and it’s really just ice particles being moved around.
So you really have to pick your way through those,
rather than drive across them.
Did you encounter many crevasses?
There are crevasses all over the Antarctic. The guys at
Union Glacier briefed us with up-to-date satellite
imagery of where the crevasses were in relation to our
proposed GPS route.
How was it arriving at the Pole?
First, it was just a rush of joy to be there at the bottom
of the world. And then the fact that this was a place
that my great-grandfather tried to get to more than
once and I was there. It felt like a genuine connection
– one I could not have had without going.
Did you feel the same connection when you saw Erebus?
Yes, because my great-grandfather was the first to
climb it, and I’d seen pictures of it as a kid. It is quite
spectacular, with plumes of smoke coming out and
Mount Terror standing alongside.
How do you feel this expedition compares to Shackleton’s?
It is quite something to have been the first to do this
in a wheeled vehicle, but what we did was one
thousandth as hard as what they did. No comparison.
I don’t think we’re under any illusions about that. They
were incredibly physically fit to endure what they did
and I think, beyond that, they had some sense of
mission, an Imperial mission that can’t be invoked any
more… the idea that they were the first to go and they
were going to plant a flag.
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Words and pictures

When Your Life Depends On It
The harrowing life and death decisions made by early Antarctic explorers
reveal insightful ways, not just for surviving in extreme environments, but
for improving 21st-century personal and business decision-making. Not
all the decisions made by the early Antarctic explorers were good. Yet,
during the most trying circumstances imaginable very few men died. Why
was this? And what can be learned from their decision-making to help us
with our modern day lives? When Your Life Depends On It examines
unforgettable, epic stories from the days when Scott, Shackleton,
Amundsen and Mawson battled the most isolated environment on earth.
In When Your Life Depends On It Brad Borkan and David Hirzel challenge
you to look at these remarkable events from a different perspective. By
placing you in life and death situations, the authors encourage you to
assess how you might have responded. They explore the teamwork,
leadership, camaraderie, sheer grit and determination, and explain the
methods and lessons that can be garnered from them and put to use in
our modern world.

Enduring Eye: The Antarctic Legacy of Sir Ernest Shackleton
and Frank Hurley
One of the greatest ever photographic records of human survival is currently on display in a remarkable exhibition
created by the Royal Geographical Society and curated by Polar historian and JCS member, Meredith Hooper.
The exhibition continues its tour of the UK and is currently at the National Library of Scotland, in Edinburgh until
Sunday 12 November. It can also be seen on the other side of the Atlantic at the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana,
California from 30 September 2017 to 28 January 2018

Plywood: Material of the modern world
Shackleton appears in the Plywood exhibition at the
V&A which runs until 12 November. Plywood packing
cases were used in the Nimrod Expedition 1907–09.
More than 2500 cases were required to carry
provisions and equipment, and plywood was chosen
for its lightness and strength. The cases were able to
withstand extreme Antarctic conditions, including
being buried beneath ice during blizzards. They were
re-used by the crew to make furniture for their living
quarters and as covers and binding for Aurora
Australis – the first book to be written, illustrated,
printed, bound and published in the Antarctic. The
copy of the publication pictured is owned by Dulwich
College and is reproduced with the kind permission of
the College governors. The Shackletons were friendly
with Rudyard Kipling and were invited to stay at
Bateman’s. By way of a thank you present Shackleton
asked Frank Wild to send a copy of Aurora Australis
to Kipling. Hence the inscription.
Summer 2017 · The James Caird Society Newsletter · 11
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Questions, questions …

Where is Shackleton’s
burgee?

Photo credit: Al Bakker

Shackleton was a member of The Royal Clyde Yacht Club
and he flew the club’s burgee at Ocean camp after the
Endurance was abandoned as recorded by Hurley (see pic
upper right). The flag was also taken to Elephant Island,
despite their restricted carrying capacity. On 11 May 1916
James Wordie wrote in his diary: ‘Wild put up a flagpole
on the névé slope and hoisted the Royal Clyde burgee,
which will now be hoisted each fine day as a sign to the
relief ship’.
The Royal Clyde Yacht Club is now known as the Royal
Northern and Clyde and Jean Mackay from the club lent
a burgee to Ian Calder when he visited the Weddell Sea
and Elephant Island in March 2016 aboard the Polar
Pioneer. Unable to land on Point Wild, Ian flew the burgee
beside Captain Pardo’s monument. John Carman in the
front seat was distracted by a leopard seal (see pic lower
right). Does anyone have any idea of what happened to
the Endurance’s Royal Clyde burgee? It would be rather
wonderful if it survives.

Where are MacLeod's Polar
medals?
Thomas MacLeod was a participant/crew member in
Antarctic expeditions with both Scott and Shackleton,and
was subsequently awarded two Polar medals. He died in
1960 and both medals have since disappeared.
The JCS Newsletter has received a request for
information. If anyone has any idea what happened to
them, please email the editor who will pass the details on.
MacLeod (as can be seen from this tombstone complete
with its faulty spelling!) is buried in the Cataraqui
Cemetery in Kingston, Canada.
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JCS 2017(EM) Quark2017.qxp_Layout 2 14/08/2017 16:44 Page 13

… any answers?

What about the madeira bottle?
A fascinating request comes from Bill Burch, a long-retired Australian scientist with a strong passion for Antarctic issues, who
spent over a year in Antarctica.
A very significant anniversary has recently passed: the
loss of Shackleton’s and Mawson’s famous ship SY
Aurora. On Midwinter’s Day (June 21) 1917, or
thereabouts, she disappeared with the loss of all hands,
presumed to have struck a mine laid by the German
Raider Wolfe off the East Coast of Australia. Six months
later, one of her barnacle-encrusted lifebuoys was
found floating off that coast, and then it too vanished. I
have just been successful in discovering it in private hands
in Sydney and the custodian is about to hand it over to
our National Maritime Museum. We expect that lifebuoy
to be the focus of Aurora centenary commemoration. The
tiller ‘wheel’ that was replaced when she was dry-docked
in Sydney after her sale by Shackleton to a coal-carrying
company has also been rediscovered.
Ernest Shackleton bought SY Aurora from Douglas
Mawson to take the depot-laying party South to Cape
Evans near McMurdo Sound in 1915. She was supposed
to spend the winter moored safely but a blizzard tore
her from her moorings whilst her Captain and a few other
crew members were ashore, and she became trapped in
sea-ice, drifting helplessly away. This is where the link
to her lifebuoy comes in. When she eventually broke free
from the ice and, with a jury-rigged rudder, staggered to
Port Chalmers in New Zealand, the first radio message
contact was tapped out by the father of the current
custodian of the lifebuoy.
Which brings me to my current search …
An esteemed 19th-century British chemist, John Young
Buchanan, presented Mawson with two special bottles of
madeira which he had carried on his voyages around the
Southern Oceans in HMS Challenger, charting them for the
first time. Mawson passed one bottle to the head of his
Western Base Party, Frank Wild, for ceremonial opening
on Midwinter’s Day 1912. This was duly recorded by
Charles Harrisson, an artist, and one of the members of
the eight-man party: ‘... given by Mr Buchanan for us to
drink on this day. Oddly enough, it has been drunk
comparatively close to where the Challenger made down
to her furthest point south. Afterwards Dr Jones had all
our signatures scratched on the bottle with his diamond,
and I did a penguin on one side, and a ship on the other.
The bottle is to be returned to Mr Buchanan.’
Frank Wild then instructed that the engraved bottle
should be preserved and given to Mr Buchanan as a ‘thank
you’ for his generosity. No further mention is made of it
but if anyone has any information …
There is also a second bottle, an ordinary wine bottle,
from the same Midwinter celebration, also engraved with
the signatures of the party, and supposedly made a

‘souvenir’ when Frank Wild decreed the madeira bottle
was to go back to Buchanan.
Conflicting stories abound about the fate of the
bottle(s): it was found on Tuggerah Beach in New South
Wales by a local resident, George Bressington, presumably
from the wrecked Aurora; it was picked out by a worker
at the NSW bottle works in Ultimo, Sydney, and handed
to his supervisor, George Bressington; it lies unidentified
and unloved in one of the 23 containers from Mawson’s
AAE in the Mitchell Library in Sydney.
In 1932 one of the Main Base Party, John Collison
Close, decided to have the bottle recognised as an historic
icon. He contacted George Bressington and went to see the
bottle, confirming that it had the eight names clearly
engraved on it. But since then, there has been no word.
Any
information,
please
email
the
editor
dorothymanders@hotmail.com There may well be a glass
of madeira in it for you.
Bill Burch
Summer 2017 · The James Caird Society Newsletter · 13
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Shackleton's Ireland

Emerging from the shadow of Tom Crean

Cian, ahead of Morgan, walking out on to Crean Lake named after
their great-grandfather

On Friday 19 May 1916 Tom Crean set off from Peggotty
Bluff on the south west coast of the island of South
Georgia together with Ernest Shackleton and Frank
Worsley. They were attempting to make the first ever
crossing of the island and reach the whaling station at
Stromness 26 miles away.
On Saturday 8 October 2016 Tom Crean’s 55-year old
grand-daughter Aileen Crean-O’Brien set off from the
same spot with her sons, Cian and Morgan, and her
partner, Bill Sheppard. They had sailed the 750 miles
from the Falklands 12 days earlier to meet their mountain
guides.
The following day the party reached the steep 1,500
foot descent to the Crean Glacier. This is how they
described what followed: ‘Had to descend by lowering
the sledges and ourselves on to ice ledges that we had to
cut with axes and shovels, slope about 50 degrees. Got
three-quarters of the way down when Bill tumbled off an
ice cliff. He fell about 20 feet into snow but managed to
get his ice axe in to stop his descent. Last belay point
Cian and Bill had to dodge two rock falls that whizzed
past. On final descent Aileen did a brilliant descent
guiding her sledge. At the end of the rope she was told
to use the sledge like a toboggan for the final run in. By
the time we reached her she was sitting on her sledge
with a bloody face, a broken leg ... and a broken heart.’
The members of the expedition transferred Aileen by
sledge to Fortuna Bay and by zodiac to Grytviken where
the doctor put her leg in a splint. From there she was
transferred to the care of the Royal Navy patrol ship HMS
Clyde which brought her back to the Falklands. She was
then flown to hospital in Santiago and finally back to
Ireland. After a spell in hospital she is now making a
good recovery and is back cooking in her restaurant in
Kenmare, Co Kerry, appropriately named Tom Crean Fish
and Wine.
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Cian, Morgan and Bill above Stromness

After seeing Aileen to safety, Cian, Morgan and Bill
returned to Fortuna Bay to complete their re-enactment
of the historic journey a century before: ‘We landed on
the beach at the base of Fortuna Glacier as near as
possible to the point where we had brought Aileen down
to the zodiac. We walked along the foreshore stopping to
check out an abandoned sealers’ cave and the terrific
wildlife on the shore, then we crossed a glacial stream
that ran across the alluvial plain. We then headed up the
pass that would lead eventually to Stromness, stopping
for a photo opportunity for Cian and Morgan to walk out
on the lake named after their great-grandfather. At the
top of the pass we had a tremendous view down towards
Stromness and again we took the opportunity to take
some photographs and reflect on what Shackleton, Crean
and Worsley might have said a hundred years ago. It was
then an easy stroll down the side of Shackleton Waterfall
and on to Stromness whaling station. Finally we sailed
back to Stanley, in the Falklands, dodging icebergs in the
Southern Ocean.’
Bill Sheppard’s account of the historic re-enactment
will be published in a book due out later this year. The
book’s title will be the publisher’s choice but Bill hopes
for Emerging from the Shadow of Tom Crean.
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Tom Crean takes flight

As was reported in the Irish Times in April 2017 Tom Crean now features on the tailfin of Norwegian Air International
aircraft flying transatlantic routes from the Irish Republic. The first plane bearing his image was due to start flying in
mid-July. He is the first non-Norwegian to become one of the airline’s ‘tailfin heroes’. Up to now, the carrier has used
images of well-known figures from the Scandinavian country, including Hollywood actress Greta Garbo, second World
War resistance fighter Gunnar Sonsteby, and artist Edvard Munch, best-known for the painting The Scream. There was
talk that the iconic picture of Crean with his customary pipe caused disquiet amongst the powerful anti-smoking lobby.
Judging from the picture, these concerns were over-ruled!

17th Shackleton Autumn School
27–30 October 2017
Lecturers, Drama, Film, Excursion, Exhibits, Polar Exhibition ‘Scott’
The annual Shackleton Autumn School Festival is a 4-day event
commemorating Sir Ernest in the county of his birth.
The Autumn School provides the only forum for the
discussion of Polar exploration/research in Ireland.

www.shackletonmuseum.com
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The James Caird Society www.jamescairdsociety.com

The James Caird Society was founded by Harding McGregor Dunnett in 1994
It is a registered charity dedicated to honouring the remarkable feats of discovery in the Antarctic and to commending
the qualities of leadership associated with Sir Ernest Shackleton KCVO. These qualities proved invaluable during the
ill-fated but glorious Endurance Expedition when Shackleton maintained his men’s morale while they were stranded
for months on the ice without hope of rescue. This achievement, combined with the feat of bringing the team home
safely, is unique in the history of exploration.

Email addresses please!
The Society communicates with members by email in preference to post (snail mail) where possible. Overseas members
receive the newsletter and invitations only by email. Please keep us updated with your email address to our membership
secretary, Tony Parker, at tonyparker1947@gmail.com

Membership application form
I wish to become a member of the James Caird Society paying a
subscription of (indicate as applicable):
___ £55 for three years, or
___ £100 for six years, or
___ £20 annually (Payable only by bankers’ order)
Subscription year begins 1 July
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)
Name
Address
Postcode
Profession
Telephone

RRS Discovery
Members of the JCS were amongst those invited to
subscribe to the RRS Discovery Rigging Project 2016/17.
Money for this challenging project was raised by Trustees
of the Dundee Heritage Trust, and a large proportion of
the funds came from a crowdfunding appeal.
The Trust would like to report that the masts, spars
and rigging are now back in Dundee and that they have
been re-instated to the ship; she is now fully open again!
The Trust also thanks any JCS member who provided
support for this worthwhile project. A special celebratory
drinks reception on board RRS Discovery was held on
Thursday 27 July to mark the completion of this essential
work.

Email
Shackleton connection (if any)

Please photocopy this form or download it from our website. Single year
applications (for UK residents only) must also include a completed
Bankers’ Order Form which can also be downloaded from our website.
Cheques should be made payable to The James Caird Society and should
be sent, with the relevant form, to: Andy Kinniburgh, 43 Prideaux Road,
Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 2NB. Tel: 07831 747479 and email
akinniburgh@f2s.com
UK taxpayers are urged to take advantage of Gift Aid
which allows the Society tax relief on subscription.
A Gift Aid Declaration Form is available on the website.

The James Caird Society 2017
President:
The Hon Alexandra Shackleton
Chairman:
Admiral Sir James Perowne KBE
Vice Chairman: John Bardell
Hon Secretary: Dr Andy Kinniburgh
Hon Treasurer: Tony Parker
Committee:
Steven Scott-Fawcett, David McLean,
Roger Slade, Nick Smith, Janice Tipping,
Pippa Hare

The James Caird Society, Dulwich College, London SE21 7LD
Registered Charity No. 1044864
Telephone: 07831 747479 (Hon Secretary)
Website: www.jamescairdsociety.com
Email: jamescairdsociety@live.co.uk

Editor: Dorothy Wright, dorothymanders@hotmail.com
Design and typesetting by Strathmore Publishing Services, London
EC1 and David McLean
Printed by Portland Print, Kettering

