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‘I cannot write about it.’ 
Shackleton’s diary entry for 21 November 1915, the day Endurance finally sank to the seabed

of the Weddell Sea where she will remain forever. 

The stern of the Endurance with the name and emblematic polestar (photo: © Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust / National Geographic)
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In August 2021, when Covid had been disrupting our social lives for so
long, it was decided to have a JCS members barbecue aboard HQS
Wellington. Despite the threatening grey skies, the event was a great 
success and allowed members to catch up with each other after a run of
cancelled dinners!

BBQ: an opportunity to meet outdoors

James Caird Society news and events

The 2022 AGM
will be held at Dulwich College 
on Friday 11 November 2022,

starting at 5.30pm.
This will be followed by drinks

round the boat and an introduction
to Endurance22 by Donald Lamont,

JCS member and Chairman,
Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust.
Afterwards there will be a talk in
the Great Hall by Mensun Bound,
Endurance22 Expedition leader

2023 May Dinner will take place on
Friday 5 May.

The speaker is to be confirmed.

Wednesday 5 January 2022 marked the 100th anniversary of
Shackleton’s death aboard Quest in South Georgia. Many events and
expeditions during the year paid tribute to the centenary including the
ReQuest21 Expedition undertaken by the Kent Scouts (see page 13).

Shackleton’s Final Quest voyage, organised by IceTracks with the
support of the James Caird Society, was delayed thanks to Covid – but
the plan now is for it to be underway exactly 101 years after Sir Ernest
died (see page 12) .

Closer to home: Choral Evensong in Westminster Abbey on Tuesday
18 January 2022 was attended by many members of the James Caird
Society and marked the anniversary with a Shackleton theme.

The centenary of Shackleton’s death
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April
Completed the introductions for the beautiful new Folio
Society editions published to commemorate the 
centenary of Shackleton’s death: Heart of the Antarctic
& South. Aurora Australis, also part of the commemora-
tive trio, has an introduction by Dr Jan Piggott.

June 
Attended the AGM of the Royal Geographical Society –
online!

To Australia Centre to do an interview for Tim Jarvis
about his first VR film on crossing South Georgia and
the effect of climate change on the glaciers Shackleton
would have crossed. The President’s first experience of a
VR film! (see page 14) 

Meeting with UKAHT to discuss events planned during
the Centenary Year. The Polar world was well repre-
sented.

To the Scouts Association at Gilwell Park, Chingford, for
the expedition ReQuest21 – a major centenary project
undertaken by the Kent Scouts (see page 13). Unveiled a
plaque to ‘Shackleton’s Scouts’, Marr and Mooney

August 
To HQS Wellington to attend a James Caird Society sum-
mer barbecue to celebrate the end of lockdown. Popular
event on this iconic Thames venue. 

September
To St Katherine Dock with ReQuest21 Scouts exactly 100
years to the day after Tower Bridge was opened to allow
Quest to sail through on her way south. The President
was disappointed that the expedition’s barge Lady
Daphne had her sails furled due to lack of wind… but
delighted when it was agreed to unfurl them!

To Plymouth for the Devon and Cornwall Polar Society’s
Quest commemoration weekend. Some impressive talks.

November 
The CEO of the Canadian RGS invited the President to an
event hosted by Their Highnesses Prince Ermias Sahle

Selassie Haile Selassie and Princess Saba Kebede to 
celebrate the anniversary of allied victory at the Battle
of Gondar.

December 
To HQS Wellington as Patron of the Antarctic Quest21
Expedition led by Paul Hart for a farewell event for the
team. 

March
To Ireland to take part in the filming of the Quest Cabin
documentary. The following day the President drove to
Clifton in Connemara where the actual cabin is being
conserved. A moving experience. (see page 10-11)

The Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust’s Endurance22
Expedition located Endurance on the seabed and subse-
quently released some magnificent images of the ship:
beautiful pictures, a superb achievement. The ship,
jointly owned by the President and her first cousin, is
protected by the Antarctic Treaty. 

To RGS for special event to mark the launch of the 
exhibition Shackleton’s Legacy and the Power of Early
Antarctic Photography (see page 7). 12,000 visitors 
altogether visited the exhibition while it was open! 

To Westminster Abbey on 18th for a special choral even-
song marking the centenary of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s
death. 

April 
To RGS as part of the judging panel for the inaugural
Shackleton Medal for the Protection of the Polar 
Regions, instigated by shackleton.com. The winner was
Dr Heïdi Sevestre, the pioneering climate activist, 
expedition leader, scientific researcher, documentary
maker and lobbyist. 

To Cornwall to the Shipwreck Treasure Museum near St
Austell which now houses the Shackleton’s Legacy 
Exhibition and will remain open through to 0ctober
2023.

To RGS to hear Shackleton expert and exhibition curator
Dr Jan Piggott talk on Shackleton: Man of Action and
Ideas (see page 7) 

To the National Liberal Club as guest speaker for a 
dinner at the Seven Seas Club.

May 
To the Brighton Fringe for the world premiere of 
Shackleton the Musical, produced by the Rickmansworth
Players. A brilliant event! 

A spectacular end to a busy time!

The President’s Year: April 2021 to May 2022

The President’s Year
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The James Caird Society Dinner and
AGM was held on Friday 5 November.
Our guest speaker David Mearns gave
a fascinating presentation – ultimately
focusing on identifying the precise
whereabouts of the wreck of SY
Endurance in the Weddell Sea.

David is a renowned professional
shipwreck hunter. He described how
Frank Worsley (Captain & Navigator)
and Reginal James (Physicist) worked
together to identify their correct
position as they waited on the drifting
ice floes of the Weddell Sea after
abandoning the ship to her fate. James
came up with the ingenious idea of
using the astronomical phenomenon of
star occultation to determine the
correct time. Their chronometer was
found to be 2 minutes and 1.6 seconds
fast! Using the sextant and some
extremely complicated maths, they
were able to calculate their longitude
and latitude. With this information it
was possible to track more accurately
the coordinates of the drift and
eventual position where the ship
finally sank.

David went on to explain that,
notwithstanding all the coordinates
logged by Worsley, the precise location
of where the ship might lie still
required further careful assessment as
there remained an number of
unknowns and potential errors (not
least how the ship drifted as it fell to
the sea bed some 3000m down). He
then explained that the biggest factor
in a successful operation to recover the
ship is, in fact, the Weddell Sea itself.
The sea ice cover/weather is
unpredictable and effectively allows
those hunting the wreck a very small
window of recovery. Put simply, get the
wreck co-ordinates wrong and the
chance is lost for another season and
another considerable financial
investment.

In a lecture presented to the JCS in
2018 David had outlined the
methodology required physically to
retrieve the wreck, once found – given
the complexities of the hostile
environment.

Stephen Scott-Fawcett

AGM and dinner

JCS social events
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JCS social events

The JCS members’ dinner and lecture held on 13 May
2022 at Dulwich College was the second following the
Covid pandemic restrictions. It was well attended (126
members and guests) and clearly very much enjoyed
by all. 

The event started with the now traditional drinks
reception held around the boat in the James Caird
Hall. Alexandra Shackleton, the Society’s President,
thanked everyone for coming and in particular
highlighted the recent exciting underwater discovery
of Endurance.

All then took their places in the Great Hall to listen
to an interesting and entertaining lecture by David
Baillie entitled ‘In the footsteps of Hurley’. The lecture
was beautifully illustrated by still images and video
footage. 

David Baillie has specialised in Polar filming for
more than 30 years – on land, sea and in the air. His
particular expertise is in using cameras with stabilised
systems mounted to helicopters. These provide smooth
moving film and crisp still images as was ably
demonstrated in the lecture. David has won many
awards and filmed for series such as Planet Earth and
Frozen Planet. His enthusiasm and approach are
illustrated by the quotation on his website: ‘There’s no
use having sharp images if your ideas are fuzzy’ (Jean-
Luc Godard).

The talk was followed by an excellent dinner
provided by the Dulwich College Catering Team whose
efforts were acknowledged with gratitude by Nick
Lambert, JCS Chairman, during his concluding
remarks. The applause was well-deserved! 

Roger Slade, 
JCS Committee member

May dinner 2022

David Baillie with Nick Lambert (photo: Roger Slade)
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South Georgia, former Falkland Islands Dependency, 1982
Four decades ago, in 1982, I was one of a small population
of British Antarctic Survey (BAS) scientific staff stationed
in South Georgia who also provided local administration.
The remote island was described by Shackleton as ‘the
gateway to the Antarctic’. British interests there began in
1775 with Captain Cook’s claim and survey, and were
continuous from the 1900s when the island became
permanently inhabited. Argentina began to assert
territorial claims from the 1920s but found itself unable
to defend these when challenged before the International
Court of Justice in 1955. The island had two defensive
positions deployed during the Second World War, but
neither had been used in anger and both had become
derelict.

I arrived on the island with the British Antarctic Survey
in 1977 and, in 1982, was anticipating a third Antarctic
winter. On 18 March an Argentine incursion, aboard Bahía
Buen Suceso at an abandoned harbour, was detected by a
field party; ostensibly it was to begin salvaging a defunct
whaling station. At that time BAS staff occupied King
Edward Point, two summer field stations, and a film party
occupied another.

What information we acquired in isolation was
ominous as Argentina prepared to invade. Events came
rapidly: communications with the Governor and the
Survey’s Director, local observations and deployments,
arrival of HMS Endurance with a Royal Marine (RM)
contingent, then departure of the ship and landing of 22
RMs. BAS personnel had been observing and reporting
Argentine activities until the RMs took over these
functions on 27 March. On 2 April the Falkland Islands
were captured, while South Georgia was protected by a
blizzard with 80 knot gusts.

Next day came the Battle of Grytviken with the attack
from Bahía Paraíso and Guerrico in the harbour assisted
by helicopters. The Magistrate and Base Commander,
Stephen Martin, announced a military presence and
Lieutenant Keith Mills began a defence of the base. The
other BAS staff had removed to the whalers’ church about
1 km away. When a party of Argentine troops passed I
identified myself, showed a white flag, and announced in
Spanish that the other civilians were in the building. The
Argentine account describes my having a barba tupida, a
shaggy beard and thus not obviously military. The Royal
Marines defended the base until it became futile with
heavy artillery deployed against them from Guerrico, a
corvette. Several hours later I surrendered myself and the
BAS men. Elsewhere four remote field parties remained on
the island. The main BAS group, with the RMs, were
prisoners of war until deported from Argentina to Uruguay
on 18 April. After three hectic weeks we were back in
Britain.

On 25 April the Argentines on King Edward Point
surrendered to the Royal Navy and, as soon as this was
done, the field parties were relieved. These activities
confirmed South Georgia’s strategic importance to Britain.
It proved to be the back door to the Falkland Islands and
was, for once, very much in the news. Photography was
not practicable during these events but many subsequent
accounts, diaries and notes, have been written. The BAS
archives has much of these records.

In 1985 the designation of Falkland Islands
Dependencies was changed to South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands to give it separate jurisdiction
from the Falkland Islands.

Robert Headland, Scott Polar Research Institute

40 years on: the invasion of South Georgia
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To mark the centenary of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s death, a
new exhibition, ‘Shackleton’s Legacy and the Power of
Early Antarctic Photography’, was launched at the
Society’s headquarters in South Kensington, where it ran
from 7 February to 4 May 2022, whilst also opening in a
parallel version at the Shipwreck Treasure Museum,
Charlestown, Cornwall in April, where it will run until the
end of 2023. The Society is grateful to the James Caird
Society as one of the headline sponsors. 

The exhibition uncovers the role of photography and
literature throughout Shackleton’s career, and his
dedication to sharing hard-won knowledge and experience
through words, pictures and moving film during the period
of Modernism at the start of the 20th century.

The exhibition allowed us to revive the content of the
Society’s acclaimed 2015 exhibition of Frank Hurley’s
‘Endurance expedition photographs in ‘The Enduring Eye’,
curated by polar historian Meredith Hooper. To
complement that existing content, the new exhibition’s
guest curator Dr Jan Piggott, former Keeper of Archives
and Rare Books at Dulwich College, drew on original

documents and photography, including some previously
unseen and newly digitised, as well as chronicling the
polar explorer’s early life, schooldays, career, own writing
and love of poetry, and achievements before and after the
expedition which catapulted him to fame. Set against the
challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic, the exhibition was
written, designed, and delivered in 10 weeks and we are
grateful to the curators and the wider Society team,
designers and constructors who made this possible as we
went into (and out of) lockdowns. 

Seen by over 12,000 visitors in London, the exhibition
has enabled a broad spectrum of visitors to critically
appreciate polar photography linked to Shackleton’s
expeditions. Also available online, the exhibition enables
a wider spectrum of users to understand and assess
Shackleton’s role as a champion of early 20th-century
visual communication – without whom our awareness and
understanding of Antarctica would not exist today. For
more information please visit: www.rgs.org. 

Alastair Macleod

RGS Antarctic Photography Exhibition

RGS Legacy Exhibition

‘Thank you - this uplifting exhibition reaffirmed my belief in the positive human spirit that we need today, now more perhaps
than ever before’.

Comment from the exhibition visitor book in London 

photo: Nigel Winser photo: Mike Davey Photography

The Exhibition Online
https://www.rgs.org/about/our-collections/online-exhibitions/shackleton-legacy/

Dr Piggott’s lecture can also be accessed online and includes more information about Shackleton’s early life.
https://www.rgs.org/geography/online-lectures/be-inspired-man-of-action-and-man-of-books/
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Endurance22

In March 2022, exactly 100 years after Shackleton was buried in South Georgia following his death aboard Quest, Endurance
was first located and subsequently rediscovered. Over a century had passed and yet the ship appeared in much the same shape
as when she went down, 5500 fathoms (3000 metres) deep beneath the pack ice of the Weddell Sea.

The discovery, organised by the Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust, was the result of cutting-edge technology built into ultra-
modern equipment underpinned with sheer bloody determination in a combination that would undoubtedly have won
Shackleton’s approval. Built in 2012 in Finland Agulhas II is a Polar Class 5 vessel, one of the largest and most modern research
ships in the world and able to break through ice a metre thick at five knots. With a wide range of science laboratories and
facilities on board, the ship provides a powerful and effective platform for multi-disciplinary research.

In addition to succeeding in the task of locating Endurance, The research ship, aided by her Sabertooth AUV submersibles
and dedicated team of professional men and women, undertook a huge amount of exploration and investigation. But, despite
the contrast between then and now and despite all the vital advances in technology, when it comes to it Agulhas II is just a
smallish ship in a vast ocean. The ice is still icy, the wind still bites and the waves are as big as ever.

Much of this will be explained at what promises to be a memorable talk at the JCS dinner at Dulwich College on Friday 11
November this year. We will be hearing from Donald Lamont, Chairman of the Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust, and Mensun
Bound, Leader of the Expedition22 which discovered the ship. Save the date – and look out for your invitation.

Starboard bow 
(©Falklands Maritime

Heritage Trust - 
National Geographic)

Taffrail and ship's
wheel, aft well deck 

(©Falklands Maritime
Heritage Trust - 

National Geographic)
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– in words and pictures

First iceberg on the
way to the Antarctic

(photo: Esther 
Horvath)

Far left: S.A. Aghulas
II reaches the Weddell

Sea (photo: Frédéric
Bassemayousse)

Left: Elated Mensun
Bound (who will be
the speaker at our

November meeting)
and John Shears 
(photo: Frédéric
Bassemayousse)

S.A. Aghulas II docked
in the sea ice of the
Weddell Sea (photo:

Esther Horvath)
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Shackleton’s Ireland

Quest’s cabin restored
Sven Habermann, a historical object conservator based in Connemara, has described his astonishment after finding
what he calls ‘the holy grail of Antarctic artefacts’ – the ship’s cabin in which Ernest Shackleton died – being used as
a makeshift garden shed.

Habermann had travelled to Norway to verify that the cabin from the Irish Polar explorer’s final expedition had
survived. It was originally part of Quest, where Shackleton died of a heart attack in South Georgia on 5 January 1922.

Shackleton was buried on the island, but the ship was bought by a Norwegian ship owner and repurposed as a
sealing vessel with the cabin kept intact. It remained in Norway, deep in the Arctic Circle, until 2015 when it was
donated to the Athy Heritage Centre in Co. Kildare, about 40 miles south of Dublin.

Conservation work was undertaken on the cabin by Habermann at his workshop in Letterfrack, Co. Galway – and
within two years it will go on permanent display in the newly developed Shackleton Museum in the Athy Heritage
Centre.

‘I didn’t believe it still existed,’ said Habermann. “I was very sceptical because an object that lives outside for 90
years will not survive. I went to Norway to see for myself and to my surprise over 90% of that cabin was actually
original. I was very surprised it survived.’ Ironically, Norway’s harsh outdoor elements helped preserve the structure:
‘It was about 200km north of the polar circle where the climate is very harsh. The winter is cold enough to kill most
insects and there is very little fungal activity on wood. That means objects generally don’t rot quickly.  On top of that,
the cabin was always known as ‘the Shackleton cabin’ and was revered as such.’

The conservator was speaking ahead of a new television documentary – produced by Moondance Productions - that
captures his painstaking journey to restore the artefact to its original glory. Just one original photograph of the interior
survives, showing a bookshelf, bed, clothes, and the electrical fittings.

Sven pored over the details and met people who could shed light on the adventurer’s story – including Shackleton’s
granddaughter Alexandra, and explorer Ranulph Fiennes.

Habermann said he never allows himself to become ‘emotionally attached’ to the objects he restores, but he described
being ‘very touched’ by Alexandra’s reaction when she finally stepped inside the room where her grandfather took his
last breath.

The restored cabin Sven at work
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‘She was so moved by it, the fact that he
died in that bunk. There were others, too,
grown men standing in front of the cabin,
and they wouldn’t even touch it, let alone go
inside. I loved the power it had to release
emotions in people. Some people see a shed,
others see a relic – something holy. It shows
the power objects around us have to take on
meaning’.

Speaking in the documentary, Alexandra
said her grandfather became an explorer to
prove to his future father-in-law that he was
worthy to marry his daughter, Emily.

However, his restless spirit meant with
time he continued to chase something just
out of reach. ‘After each expedition he told
my grandmother he wouldn’t go again.
Eventually she realised that wasn’t true,’
Alexandra said.  ‘She wrote in her diary: I
realise you cannot cage an eagle in a
barnyard.’

Reading from his diary, Alexandra
recounts her grandfather’s final entry.  After
a ‘peaceful sun shining day,’ he wrote ‘In the
darkening twilight I saw a lone star hover
gem-like above the bay.’

The documentary Shackleton’s Cabin – by
Moondance Productions – was previewed at
a reception in Dublin on 25 April 2022 to a
large attendance including Alexandra
Shackleton, Sven Habermann and Jan
Chojecki, grandson of John Quilter Rowett
who originally financed the Quest
Expedition.  

Plans to redevelop the Athy Heritage
Centre to receive the cabin are proceeding
after a few setbacks caused by the Pandemic.
The project, costing an estimated !3.8m, will
be going for tender later this year and
completion is scheduled for not later than
early 2024. The Athy Shackleton Autumn
School will reconvene this year on 28 – 31
October after two years of virtual
presentations caused by the Pandemic. We
look forward to welcoming our regular
attendees to an outstanding programme of
lectures. 

Adapted by Neale Webb from an article 
in the Sunday Independent by Niamh Horan

Above: Alexandra and Sven in the cabin
Below: Jan and Seamus at the preview
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The Ice Tracks office is abuzz with preparations. 
What am I looking forward to most of all? Our visit to

Grytviken to spend some quiet time in the Whalers
Cemetery with Shackleton and Wild.  At the behest of
Joanna Worsley, I will also trudge up the slope at the back
of the cemetery to pay respects to our great friend, Henry
Worsley, who lost his life on 24 January 2016 in Chile after
his attempt to cross Antarctica. We laid his ashes to rest
in December 2017 and he now keeps the best company
whilst overlooking Cumberland Bay. 

Another highlight will be sailing the seldom visited
King Haakon Bay where we hope to make landfall near
Peggotty Bluff: a photographic opportunity not to be
missed!

We have also had a large number of enquiries about the
Shackleton Walk from Fortuna Bay to Stromness whaling
station. So, offer up your prayers for the weather. The walk
is in the programme… some swear you can still hear the
steam whistle calling the men of the station to start work.
That was the sound that alerted Crean, Worsley and
Shackleton to the fact that they were not far from the
whaling station after their death-defying 36-hour dash
across then uncharted South Georgia for safety.

From the famous waterfall to the waiting zodiacs in the
bay, it is a flat and easy 30-minute walk during which I
enjoy the company of other guests. But I do always
wonder what it is that makes the belligerent Stromness fur
seals behave as if they have got out of the wrong side of
the bed that morning!

Anthony Shields, the coin and stamp dealer from
Australia, recently stayed with me for a couple of days.
He is an avid collector of all things Antarctic, and we have
some interesting commemorative ‘stamp’ ideas up our
sleeves. 

And another meeting
involved Susan Rose
showing me samples of
the beautiful English
china (pictured) she has
made to commemorate
our voyage.

I also managed to catch
John McKeon, director of
Polar Latitude, for an hour
on his four-day whistle
stop tour of the UK. He
describes the Final Quest
expedition as ‘an epic
voyage 100 years in the
making’. Sometimes it can certainly feel like it! 

Since our disappointing – but wise – decision to
postpone the voyage, a handful of berths are back on the
market and, to encourage more Shackletonians aboard, we
are offering members of the James Caird Society a 5%
discount which we can apply to their family or friends.  

I asked Nick Lambert, Chairman of the James Caird
Society, for a final comment on our forthcoming voyage.
He was visiting Lerwick in the Shetlands at the time and
instead sent a letter (pictured) from Frank Wild to a Mrs 
A H Pottinger, thanking her for the woollen garments she
had supplied. That reminded me that everyone joining our
expedition will receive their very own stunning
‘Shackleton’ jacket supplied by the British company
Shackleton.com 

See you then!
Angie Butler, finalquest@ice-tracks.com

Explore, Dream, Discover! Not long now …

Centenary tributes – Final Quest Voyage update

Frank Wild’s letter to Mrs Pottinger

29 December 2022-19 January 2023. Only a few months to go until we cast off the bow lines, and sail away from the
safe harbour on a journey of exploration, discovery – and dreams!

penguins of Antarctica
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The team taking part in the Kent Scouts Antarctica
challenge has now successfully completed its original and
primary project aim.

This was: ‘To raise awareness of Scouting’s strong link
with Antarctica after 100 years - by undertaking an
adventurous Antarctic research expedition.’

Following fully in the footsteps of Scouts Marr and
Mooney on Shackleton’s Quest, the ReQuest2021 team
faced some real adventurous Scouting challenges.

Alan Noake, ReQuest2021 Project Leader, says ‘It might
be a cliché, but it really was the ultimate life changing
experience that far exceeded all our expectations. People
have asked us what it was like, and you try desperately to
find the words to convey the magic of an Antarctic
sunrise, the jaw-dropping beauty of the icebergs, the sheer
numbers of penguins, seals and seabirds we saw up close,
the thrill of watching breaching whales, the excitement of
climbing the masts and the joy of being part of a tall ship
crew. We would try to find the words but, in the end, we
would say ‘Go find out…’

The team helped crew the Bark Europa tall ship across
the infamous Drake Passage. Located between Cape Horn
at the tip of South America and the Antarctic Peninsula
the Drake has a reputation as one of the roughest stretches
of water in the world.  Working as part of a watch system

- day and night, they actively participated in setting sails,
pulling ropes, climbing the rigging, steering the ship and
taking turns on lookout on two- or four-hour shifts.

Whilst in Antarctica each team member carried out an
individual project ranging from producing watercolour
paintings to climate change research. The team also carried
out a krill sampling project for the British Antarctic
Survey. Despite it being officially closed for the Antarctic
season due to Covid, the team were honoured and
privileged to visit Base ‘A’ at Port Lockroy. It was set up
by ’Scout’ Marr later in life when he led Operation Tabarin,
a covert mission, during WW2.

The project continues officially until 17 September
2022 which will include a final ceremony beside the
Shackleton-Rowett Expedition Plaque in Plymouth; then
on to Portsmouth – just as the Quest did 100 years ago –
to wrap up the one-year project. It will be one year to the
day since the team sailed under Tower Bridge. Currently,
all project members are busy delivering a number of
formal presentations, outreach sessions to young people
and installing a plaque to the two Scouts in Scotland. They
have also launched a legacy ReQuest Fund to provide
grants to Scouts and Guides carrying out future Polar
research and expeditions.

ReQuest2021– a resounding success

Centenary tributes – ReQuest2021

We were up, up aloft Above: Hauling on the halyards. Below: Stealing a march...  
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Lost, the diaries of Thomas Orde Lees, have been edited and compiled by John Bell Thomson, author of Elephant Island &
Beyond, who sadly died earlier this year.

Crispin de Boos, of the Erskine Press, pays tribute to John – and his passion for Antarctica:

I first met John – via email – some 25 years ago when we published
his second Antarctic book, Elephant Island & Beyond. This was the start
of a long friendship marred only by our disagreement as to which was
the best rugby team – All Blacks or Wallabies. After Elephant Island
two more Antarctic books followed. John was erudite, entertaining,
amusing, droll, somewhat cynical but rarely, if ever, unkind. He wrote
extremely well – clearly and concisely. We spoke occasionally on the
telephone, hoped that at some stage we could share a glass of
something decent together. His great wish was to do the complete Orde
Lees diary. He did it and was gratified by the response it received. I
shall miss him. The Antarctic world will miss him. He was something
special.

This brand-new edition will have a special appeal for members of the
James Caird Society, not purely because of its superb content. Members
are being offered a £5 discount with proof of membership and the
publishers have also pledged a further £5 per copy will be donated to
the JCS funds for every copy sold. A ‘win win’ situation with the added
benefit of a fascinating read.

More information and orders from www.erskine-press.com or
directly from Crispin de Boos at erskpres@aol.com

New book, familiar story

Reviews & Thoughts

Over a century has passed and the stories about the life of Ernest
Shackleton have been told on countless occasions and in many ways.
Yet they resonate today just as strongly as ever – and will undoubt-
edly continue to do so. This is perhaps summed up by the following

quotation from the author Shannon Alder:

Carve your name on hearts, not tombstones. A legacy is etched into the
minds of others and the stories they share about you.

The following quotations from Shackleton himself are worthy of some
thought, both individually and collectively in terms of their value in

our own lives.

Difficulties are just things to overcome, after all.

Men are not made from easy victories but based on great defeats.

To be brave cheerily, to be patient with a glad heart, to stand the agonies
of thirst with laughter and song, to walk beside death for months and

never be sad – that's the spirit that makes courage worth having.

The questions are always more important than the answers. I believe it is
in our nature to explore, to reach out into the unknown.

Roger Slade. JCS Committee member

Thoughts on the Antarctic

A new publication
Find out more about VR, just as JCS President
Alexandra Shackleton did (see page 3) in an
interview for Tim Jarvis. 

Monkeystack have created Thin Ice VR
(multi award winning immersive 23 minute
Virtual Reality  experience for hire). This will
be used as an educational tool in various UK
museums, cultural centres, festivals, and
educational institutions. In short, it is a world
class storytelling product with film
production level quality but set in VR. 

You can find out more from
touring@thinicevr.com
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With great sadness the South Georgia Association
announced the passing of wonderful colleague and friend,
Bob Burton. He was a founding member of the SGA,
serving on the committee for over 20 years from its
inception until his death on 15 January 2022.

Bob was a generous, immensely knowledgeable person;
full of vitality and ever ready to engage you in his
activities involving the environment, heritage, wildlife,
conservation and the South Atlantic region, to which he
contributed in many diverse ways. He always made time
to help anybody with his knowledge of places, wildlife,
and history. If he could not help, he would usually point
you at the expert who could. An information magpie, he
would gather histories, photographs and documents, share
them willingly, and thus contribute to the benefit of all.

In his ‘pre-South Georgia’ life, he graduated in Zoology
from Cambridge University before studying grey seals in
the Outer Hebrides.

He first visited South Georgia in 1964 during a posting
to Signy Island in the South Orkneys. Soon afterwards, in
1971-72, he was part of the team initiating a new
programme of research on fur seals and albatrosses at Bird
Island. Afterwards he was to travel widely, including to
the Arctic and across deserts.

Bob was involved in the South Georgia Museum at an
early stage, becoming its Director in 1994. During his four-
year tenure, the Norwegian Church at Grytviken was fully
restored. With little in the way of resources, his important
work consolidated that started by others such as Nigel
Bonner and Ian Hart. In the late 1990s he organised and
coordinated a three-month restoration project of the
cemeteries in the Stromness Bay whaling stations.

He had a wonderful gift of communication: as a writer,
he edited and wrote extensively about South Georgia,
including the South Georgia Government booklet for
visitors, and A Field Guide to the Wildlife of South
Georgia. He contributed several essays to the Dictionary
of Falklands Biography, including the one on Sir Ernest
Shackleton, about whom he was an expert. And of course,
he wrote, collated and edited the SGA’s own newsletter for
many years. A mark of his breadth of interest beyond the
polar sphere is that he also wrote accessible books on
wider nature, including popular guides to garden birds. He
contributed to a number of publications including the
Daily Telegraph’s Nature Notes series, and contributed to
many encyclopaedias. There is not room here even to start
a list of the books he wrote.

More recently, he was passionately involved in the
archaeological investigations in South Georgia and the
continuing conservation of its heritage. His wide interest
in more than the mainstream aspects of the island’s
history, such as Shackleton and whaling stations, placed
him in an excellent position for this. As well as
masterminding the recent Cambridge University
expedition to investigate the island’s sealing sites, he has
researched a plethora of minor finds such as the Zenker

Ridge stone hut remains, a stone circle in Bore Valley,
Hudson’s beacons in the approaches to Grytviken (set up
by Shackleton’s team as an aid to calibrating ships’
compasses), and the historic huts. It seemed he could not
sit still without investigating and publishing another
interesting paper. This wide and deep interest made Bob a
valuable member of the South Georgia Government’s
Heritage Advisory Panel.

As a presenter, he was able to capture your attention
with his stories, anecdotes, and vast knowledge. He was a
regular expedition guide and lecturer on cruise ships,
where his gentle and genial demeanour earned him the
sobriquet ‘Lord Burton’ among staff. During the pandemic,
he was one of the main contributors to the SGA’s online
talks helping us reach out to a global audience.

Two placenames have been dedicated to him. In 1977
Burton Cove on the south-western corner of Bird Island
was named after him, and just recently the Burton Glacier
on Elephant Island, where Shackleton’s party of 22
awaited his rescue attempts; how fitting that he should be
associated with such a historic place.

In 1996, Bob was awarded the Polar Medal for services
as Meteorologist, Biological Assistant and Museum
Curator and in 2018, he received the SGA’s Morag
Husband Campbell Medal ‘for outstanding contributions
to the study and conservation of wildlife and the heritage
of South Georgia’. He said of the award:

“I am lucky to have been one of many people involved
with South Georgia – putting it on the map, so to speak –
in recent years. When I first visited the island in 1964, it
was Terra Incognita to most people. Nowadays, it has
become familiar through television programmes about its
spectacular and profuse wildlife, and through the interest
in the explorer Ernest Shackleton. Now, its importance in
global ecology is being recognised.”

South Georgia has lost a wonderful advocate, and we
have lost a kind, enthusiastic, passionate friend. We will
miss him.

Robert Burton 1941-2022

Robert Burton SGA – Obituary 

Obituary and photograph courtesy of The South Georgia Association
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 subscription of (indicate as applicable):

___ £55 for three years, or
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What the Society does
The James Caird Society was founded by Harding McGregor Dunnett in 1994 
The James Caird Society was established in l994 and is a registered charity. It is the only institution that exists to
preserve the memory, honour the remarkable feats of discovery in the Antarctic and commend the outstanding qualities
of leadership associated with the name of Sir Ernest Shackleton, KCVO (l874-l922), especially during the ill-fated but
glorious Endurance Expedition.

How Shackleton maintained his men’s morale while stranded for months on the ice and when there seemed no hope
of rescue, eventually bringing all of them home safe and sound, is now seen as an achievement unique in the history
of exploration.

The Society’s main purpose relates to honouring that achievement and preserving the memory of Sir Ernest’s unique
qualities of leadership. A vital part of the Society’s role also includes supporting projects, usually expeditions, which
emulate the spirit of Shackleton and as such are deemed to have put Shackleton’s Leadership into Action…

Frank Worsley and Reginald James taking
observations below the stern of the Endurance by
timing the moon occulting certain stars to get a
better idea of their exact position. Note the solid
rudder post behind. 

The name of Endurance, in gold lettering, and
the gold polestar, visible on the discovered wreck
(see page 1), can also be seen in this 1915
photograph.

(photo: Frank Hurley – coolantarctica.com)


